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WAHS Name Sake 
- William Adams -
Born:
January 3, 1846 – Cantley, Norfolk, England

Died:
January 12, 1939 – Alice, Texas

The Early Years

In 1852, William, along with his parents, Robert and Sarah (Anderson) Adams, and his brother, Robert, emigrated from England to Corpus Christi.  His education was also received in the Corpus Christi area, but ended prematurely due to the onset of the Civil War and the lack of interest and personnel to provide this service to students.  

Ten years after arriving in the United States, William and his brother began hauling cotton from the King Ranch area to Brownsville during the early phases of the Civil War.  This proved to be a valuable contribution for the southern states, which were experiencing a blockade from the Union Forces, as the cotton made its way to Mexico, where it was shipped to Europe.  They spent two years engaged in the transportation of cotton.  

Ranching Proficiency

William and Robert Adams entered into a partnership in the sheep ranching business in 1867.  The location of this operation was located 
near Old Casa Blanca Fort, along the Nueces River.  It has been reported that their flock exceeded 8,000 head at one point.  As their business flourished, so did the acquisition of their property.  However, the sheep industry eventually met its demise due to disease in the flock of sheep.

Breeding cattle was added to Adams brothers’ repertoire in 1878.  They experienced similar success in both the cattle business and sheep business.  Their vision was to import purebred Durham bulls and breed them with native cattle.  Through careful attention and perseverance, they successfully prospered in this endeavor.  In 1884, their steers were selling in St. Louis weighing in at over 1,250 pounds, compared to the 800 pound Longhorn steers.  

The Adams brothers continued to thrive in the ranching business and land acquisition for the next nine years.  In 1891, William purchased a large ranch about five miles south of Alice and made it his home.  However, in 1893, the brothers decided to terminate their partnership.  

Civil Service

Shortly after William Adams inhabited his new ranch, he became the county commissioner of Nueces County, a position he held for sixteen years.  
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When Jim Wells County was created by the legislature on February 2, 1911, William Adams was appointed Chairman of the Commissioners to Organize Jim Wells County.  Essentially, he was Judge of Unorganized Jim Wells County, which would designate him as Jim Wells County’s first judge.  There have been published claims that a majority of citizens would rather have the county named Adams instead of Jim Wells.  

Accomplishments

In addition to the successes William Adams experienced as a rancher and civil service icon, he was widely known for other achievements.  Some of these accomplishments include President of the Alice State Bank & Trust Co., President of the Alice Cotton Oil Company, Vice-president of the South Texas Cattle Loan Company, and Vice president of the Alice Broom Corn Drying Company.  

Family

William Adams first married in 1867 to Sarah B. Dodson (1845-1894), whose mother was credited for making the first Lone Star Flag for Texas.  It was reported that this union yielded nine children.  A widowed William Adams re-married in 1896 to Nina O. Young.  Four children resulted from that marriage, Nettie Elizabeth, Norwick Otho, Harry Lee, and Herbert. 
Postscript: The son of Harry Lee Adams, Harry L. (Butch) Adams, Jr. was a member of WAHS class of ’56. A partial list of other grandchildren that graduated from WAHS includes William Adams II, Cyrus P.O. Adams, Norwick O. Adams, George R. Adams, Nancy Elizabeth Adams, Alice Ann McGill, and Jocelyn Ann (Sissy) Adams.  
Legacy

As there are many contributions of William Adams to Alice and the surrounding community, his legacy is still honored today.  In 1930, the Alice School Board contracted to build a school containing thirteen classrooms and a library.  Classes in this facility first commenced in January of 1931 as the ‘New Alice High School’ located along 3rd Street, which is presently William Adams Middle School. (Editors Note: William Adams donated the land on which WAHS was built.} When William Adams celebrated his 88th birthday on January 3, 1933, a public announcement, based on unanimous vote of the school board paid homage by renaming the school after the Alice pioneer. 

Death

According to The Alice Echo, “Masses of flowers overflowed the front of the church auditorium, indicative of the esteem in which the grand old character was held.
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So large was the crowd that a majority were unable to obtain seats in the church.”  William Adams now lies beside his second wife at the Alice Fraternal Cemetery.   

***********************
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Artifacts from the William Adams file at the South Texas Museum
************

Editorial Comment:

In the article about “The History of Alice” in edition 4, a significant informational item was mis-stated. J. Frank Dobie was a graduate of Alice High School before the WAHS building was built. The site of Alice High School at that time was the Strickland Building. 

***********

WAHS Class of ‘56

Teacher Honor Role

The Boss: Harold Beam {Principle}
 
            Ass’t Boss: W. L. Stegall  {Ass’t Principle}
Guidance: Dr. Edwin Kelley

Registrar: Mrs. June Carley


Mrs. Virginia Davis - Secretary

Mr. Thomas Currey – Chorus       
                     

Mrs. Ivor Dean – Mathematics – Dec’d
Mr. George Draper - History

Miss Christine Evers – Biology – Dec’d
Mrs. Shirley Austin – English 


Mr. John Farris - Band

Miss. Mary Alice Brelsford – Typing 

Mrs. Evelyn Farrar – English 

Miss Hazel Bussey – Home Ec. – Dec’d
Mrs. L.H. Franz – Algebra – Dec’d
Mr. J. B. Crowell – Industrial Arts
Mrs. Billie Harrel – English

Mrs. Susie Kammerdiener – Plane Geometry – Dec’d
Miss. Mollie Sue Lay – Typing I & II
Mr. Joe Long – Government,  Debate
Mrs. Sarah Reynolds Manuel – U. S. History, American Government – Dec’d
Mrs. Betty Noster – English, Spanish
Mr. Ted Owens – Coach & American History

Mr. Larry O’Rear – Chemistry, Physics, Dec’d
Mrs. Frances Salley Pratt – Home Making

Mrs. Elisabeth Ramee – English III & IV – Dec’d
Mr. Raymond Richey – General Metals, Trades & Industries
Mr. Theo Rigsby – Math & Coach – Dec’d
Mrs. Jennie Ramirez – Spanish

Mrs. Minnie Stacy – School Nurse

Mrs. Jean Wier – P. E. 

Mr. Ken Westlake – Distributive Education –Dec’d
Mr. Ken Carley – Drivers Ed & P.E. Dec’d
Mr. William Sweatmen – Building Trades – Dec’d
Mrs. Frances Coym – English – Dec’d
Mr. Cecil Clendenin – Vocational  Ag. – Dec’d
Mr. Bill Southern – P.E., Coach

Mrs. Mary Margaret Todd – Bookkeeping,  Sect. Training, Advance Typing – Dec’d
Mr. Lee Van Zant – American History 
(   Thanks, One and All   (
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