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Dateline: Alice, Texas, 

December 8, 2008 

Reporter: Patsy Dinges Green 

 The 1956 graduating class of William Adams High School, held its 52nd reunion on Nov. 14 and 15, 2008, at the Alice Country Club. There was a good crowd of our classmates, their spouses and special guests. We gathered on Friday afternoon to register, socialize, have pictures taken and introduce ourselves to one another with a short program.  Expectations upon graduation and how our lives have proceeded were touched upon briefly by each former student.  Our deceased classmates’ names were announced by Clark Vaughn, who was our emcee, and assisted by Joe Ray.  Those who served in the military were also honored.
Small groups gathered for breakfast and lunch on Saturday. The Alice Museum was open, and several of us talked to the curator about local authors and publications and bought books.  A group toured the WAHS building on Saturday morning and as we passed through the halls and breezeways, recollections of the past were shared.  We had no air conditioning back when we attended so now the windows are boarded up to allow it for students of the William Adams Middle School.  
The building will be razed soon to make way for a playing field for the new middle school.  We felt sad about losing such a grand old building.  The commemorative stone honoring our class is to be removed and replaced after the project is completed. Velva Jane (Penny) Norwood Gordon is making arrangements for its storage and replacement.
Former teachers Joe Long, Teresa Lozano Long and George Draper were honored at our main program on Saturday.  They entertained the group with their remembrances and stories of those days in 1956.   Mr. Long taught history and government and sponsored the Debate Club and the Allied Youth Club.  Teresa Lozano taught girl’s physical education classes at Strickland.  The Longs now reside in Austin, Texas where they play a prominent role in the performing arts and sponsorship of educational needs of university students.  George Draper taught history, government, debate, speech and drama.  He and his wife, Helen, reside in Alice where they are active in community activities.  Several former teachers, including Shirley Austin, Jean Weir and Billye Harrell Grose, and classmates who could not attend had sent messages.  
Continued on page 2



Harold Beam, our principal, now resides in Vernon and forwarded his good wishes.  He turns 90 next year, but remembers those days quite well.  John Whitt gave us some personal history about Mr. Beam for John had returned to WAHS to teach and then to become business manager under Mr. Beam.
Laura Sponseller Wiggs provided updates on those who could not be in attendance.  Joe Ray introduced George Draper, and Butch Williams introduced the Longs.  Herb Schrade, Betty Turner’s husband, videotaped both days.  Bob Patton’s wife, Wilda, took digital pictures which Laura posted online.  Fred Rigby played piano selections, and Abelardo Gonzalez led the singing and gave us an acapello solo in Spanish.  The group gave Penny and her husband, Red, a Chili’s gift certificate and expressed appreciation to her for all her work in making arrangements, maintaining class records, etc., etc., to make the reunions possible.  The group also refused to accept her decision not to do another reunion. 
This was a special reunion for it allowed us to bond more extensively.  In order to receive forthcoming notices, information sheets were completed.  These allow Penny to keep her database updated on addresses and telephone numbers.  

For those of you who were unable to attend, please send to pennys1938@sbcglobal.net your postal mailing address, email address, telephone number, spouse’s first name, and a relative/friend who will know how to reach you in the event you relocate, including their telephone number and address. If you are unable to send emails, please mail your update to Penny Gordon, P.O. Box 57, Alice, Texas 78733.  A written vote was taken to determine if we should plan for our 55th anniversary, and there will be a reunion held in the fall of 2011 in Alice.  Please mark your calendars for we are looking forward to seeing each of you there, In the mean time, Enjoy Life!
**************
Editor’s Miscue!
In the last edition there was story about who William Adams was and why WAHS was so named. In the story Butch Adams was identified as a descendent of William Adams which was a factual truth, however there are several other descendents that should have been mentioned and were not! There is a more detailed BIO of William Adams on page 5 of this newsletter which identifies a partial list of the descendents of William Adams. 
**************
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