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The ‘Penny’ Gordon Story

As told by Jim Jamison
As I look back over the recent months I have had the pleasure and privilege of getting re-acquainted with someone that I had not heard from for over 50 years. I must confess that at the initial contact my memory was just a little hazy. As I became more involved with her in preparing the ‘Coyote Howls ‘56’ newsletter I began to have more recall of her from high school. 

Over the past 4 months I have developed a very positive image and impression of who Velva Jean, aka ‘Penny’ Norwood Gordon was and is today. I suggested that she update her BIO to which she suggested that I read and perhaps reprint the BIO from the 50th reunion memory book. I opened my copy and read both pages of ‘small’ print. Us old folks need a magnifying glass to read print that small.  I found her BIO to be very detailed and descriptive. After reading it I concluded that the correct approach at this time was to tell her story as of today, and to that end this report is dedicated. 

It is impossible to be associated with 

‘Penny’ and not recognize her dedication to getting the reunion organized and ready to happen. From the external view that I have had she has done a yeoman’s task in finding the missing classmates and making all 

of the arrangements.
Having listened to her review the various activities that she has had to cope with it is a wonder that she gets through the day. I do not know how she got saddled with organizing the reunion, none the less; she has been very busy getting it ready. 
In her BIO she tells about how she got the name ‘Velva’ and discusses how much she disliked the name. Having been a ‘Fiery Red Head’ in her younger days, I would guess that the ‘Red’ hair served as a catalyst for showing displeasure when she was called ‘Velva’ so I recommend that everyone avoid calling her anything except ‘Penny’!   
Penny is involved in a home based business that sells natural health products using scientific double blind, placebo, and tests behind the products. Sounds like it would make a good ‘Who done it to whom’ mystery story.

Would you believe that she lost her checkbook and drivers license Wednesday before the reunion? Too much on her plate all at the same time, but she tried, and made it happen!

Penny, our hats are off to you for the monumental task you have under-taken and successfully completed. Thanks Penny!   
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