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Historical Alice, Texas

We grew up in a small south Texas town called Alice and probably only had knowledge of the history of the township based on what we came in contact during our tenure there. I do not recall local history being taught in school or generally discussed in everyday life. I do recall some of the events recorded in history that occurred while I was there, but those were from actuality experienced. Do you know how many widely known and recognized personalities came from or passed through Alice? Is there a cultural background related to Alice? How did Alice have an impact on national history? Where did the name of ‘Alice’ come from? 
History of: 
The City of Alice, Texas

78332
Collins, the first sizable American settlement, was established in 1878. The town, located about three miles east of the site of present-day Alice, became a stop on the Corpus Christi, San Diego and Rio Grande Narrow Gauge Railroad, when tracks were laid through the area the following year. By 1885 Collins had a post office and five stores. But a few years later, when the Texas and New Orleans Railroad bypassed the town, the buildings were loaded onto train cars and moved to the junction of the new road with the Texas-Mexican Railway, three miles to the west. The new town, originally known as Bandana, then Kleberg, was renamed Alice and soon became the busiest shipping point for cattle in South Texas. Established as a city in 1888. It was named after the daughter of Captain Richard King, the founder of the famous King Ranch. At one time, from 1888 to 1893, Alice was the world's largest cattle shipping point. 
Jim Wells County
Named for James Babbage Wells Jr., a political boss in southern Texas in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s and played an important part in the economic development of the lower Rio Grande valley. With the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848 it became part of the state of Texas. Originally the site of the future Jim Wells County fell under the jurisdiction of San Patricio County, but a short time later it was incorporated into newly formed Nueces County. Because of the long distance residents had to travel in order to conduct business at the county seat in Corpus Christi, they petitioned for the formation of a separate county. The request was approved by the legislature in early 1911, and the county's first commissioners' court meeting was held on March 18, 1911. 

Texas
‘Texas’ derives from táysha, a word in the Caddoan language of the Hasinai, which means “friends” or “allies”. In Spanish, 

the translation came out as tejas. Eventually, Tejas became Texas. "In February 1845, Texas approved the resolution to enter the Union. Part of that resolution, which came to be known as the Constitution of 1845, stated that Texas would retain its right to divide into four states in addition to the original Texas. Although most Texans can't imagine splitting up the Lone Star State, the legal right to do so still remains!" The US Congress passed a resolution offering statehood to the Republic of Texas on 3/1/1845.  Approved by Texas Congress on 6/19/1845. The Convention of 1845 met, accepted statehood, and wrote the Constitution of 1845. The federal resolution contains the Texas one-time-option of dividing, not any Texas document. 
Distinguished Residents:
· Chris Brazzell, a Canadian Football League(CFL) Player and ex NFL player was born May 22, 1976, graduated from WAHS and played on the Alice High School football team. He was drafted to the NFL in 1998 to the   New York Jets as the 174th overall pick in the 6th round. 

· Lois Chiles, born April 15, 1947, who was a top 1970s fashion model and actress, most famous for her role as Bond girl "Holly Goodhead" in Moonraker. 

· Robert F. Curl Jr. ,Nobel Prize Winner, was born on August 23, 1933 in Alice, Texas. Robert Curl Jr. is an emeritus professor of chemistry at Rice University. He 
was awarded the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 1996 for the discovery of fullerene (with the late Richard Smalley, also of Rice University, and Harold Kroto of the University of Sussex). Professor Curl's current research interests involve physical chemistry, developing DNA genotyping and sequencing instrumentation, and creating quantum cascade laser-based mid-infrared trace gas monitoring instrumentation. Curl often attended the German table at Hanszen College at Rice University. Curl graduated from William Adams High School in Alice, Texas
· Octavio Figueroa Jr. is a former mayor of the city of Alice, Texas. Señor Figueroa was elected mayor pro-tem of the City of Alice in 1979 and was elected as mayor in 1981. He served for 14 years and lost a bid for re-election, but returned two years later to serve another term. Señor Figueroa is also a former Spanish teacher for William Adams Middle School, formerly known as William Adams High School, which he attended and graduated from. 
· Richard Raymond was born in Alice on October 27, 1960. Raymond is a Democratic member of the Texas House of Representatives. He currently represents District 42, which encompasses western Webb County and includes most of the city of Laredo. 


· Raul G. Salinas, mayor of Laredo, was born in Alice on November 8, 1947. 
· Grace Saenz-Lopez, former mayor that stole her neighbor's Shih Tzu then told the owners that it had died. She then reported it stolen after being interviewed by reporters only for it to be found at her sister's house. 

· J. Frank Dobie, award winning author who taught at UT Austin is from Alice and graduated from WAHS. (September 26, 1888–September 18, 1964) was an American folklorist, writer, and newspaper columnist best known for many books depicting the richness and traditions of life in rural Texas during the days of the open range. As a public figure, he was known in his lifetime for his outspoken liberal views against Texas state politics, and for his long personal war against what he saw as bragging Texans, religious prejudice, restraints on individual liberty, and the assault of the mechanized world on the human spirit. He was also instrumental in the saving of the Texas Longhorn breed of cattle from extinction.
· Sonny Brown -  ex Houston Oiler, MVP of the 1985 Orange Bowl that earned his team the Oklahoma Sooners a National Championship. Graduated from Alice High in 1982 were he was 2nd team all state quarterback. 
· Marvin Clifford Brown - ex NFL player with the Detroit Lions, NFL 
champions in 1957. (born 1930-08-15 in Marshall, Texas) He attended high school in Waco, Texas and Alice, Texas. He was drafted in the 25th round (301st overall) by Detroit in 1953.
· Robert Thomas Patton - Inventor and/or Co-inventer of 19 patents in such areas as biocidal polymer, bleaching chemicals, fire-retardant fiber, the extraction of indigo denim scrap, a process for improving the dye-ability of fabric, a viscosity modifier for aqueous bleach and a unique cotton baler. WAHS graduate, 1956
· Caro Brown - (Mother of Carolou Brown Mitchell WAHS graduate) Pulitzer Prize winner in 1955 for   a series of articles on the tumultuous Duval County political situation, as it unfolded on George Parr. Caro Brown was the first woman to win the Pulitzer Prize in Journalism.  
· Ronald Joseph - Writer of 3 books on the Best Sellers List including ‘The Kingdom’ The Power and The glory'. He also wrote: “The Monument Maker”, “French Kisses”, “All Heaven Can Give”.  
· William Adams – Served as county commissioner of Nueces County for sixteen years.  When Jim Wells County was created by the legislature on February 2,                           1911, William Adams was appointed Chairman of the Commissioners to Organize Jim 

Wells County. Essentially, he was Judge of Unorganized Jim Wells County, which would designate him as Jim Wells County’s first judge.  There have been published claims that a majority of citizens would rather have the county named Adams instead of Jim Wells. In 1933 the Alice High school was renamed William Adams High School in his honor. 
· George Rangel – Graduated from WAHS, attended Harvard Law School and later changed his name to Jorge Rangel, was a District Judge in Corpus Christi, and was nominated by President Jimmy Carter to the Federal 5th Circuit Court of Appeals in New Orleans, La.
Editors Note: Editors daughter, son, one grandson and one granddaughter all graduated from J. Frank Dobie High School, Pasadena ISD, Texas. Small World! 
Culture

Alice has long been recognized as "The Birthplace of Tejano" dating back to the mid 1940s when Armando Marroquin, Sr. of Alice and partner Paco Bentacourt of San Benito, Texas launched what was to be the first home-based recording company to record Tejano artists exclusively. Ideal Records, which was based in Alice and under the direction of Marroquin became the perfect vehicle for Tejano groups and artists to get their music to the public. This is an amazing tower and it is a great deal of fun to visit. Marroquin, who also owned and 
operated a jukebox company, ensured that Ideal recordings would be distributed throughout South Texas. The songs recorded, which were contributed by Tejano and Mexican composers, became very popular through jukeboxes placed in restaurants, cantinas or any other establishment that would have them, and the then very scarce Spanish language radio programs. 
Political Notoriety:
Alice is also known for a humorous incident involving Lyndon B. Johnson's bid for the U.S. Senate in 1948. At Alice, in ‘Box 13’, some 200 people lined up to vote, having not only gotten up out of their graves to do so, but managed to line themselves up alphabetically by last name, and sign their names in green ink. Johnson won the election by 87 votes. 
According to history, a WAHS World History teacher was conducting class when out of the blue a student ask what the teacher knew about ‘Box 13’. The teacher had only recently arrived in Alice from Alabama and responded that he had read an article in the Saturday Evening Post called ‘The Little Black Box That Was’. The next day the teacher was called to the Assistant Principles office and introduced to the Chairman of the Jim Wells County Democratic Party. The distinguished looked gentleman asked the teacher what gave him the right to talk about Box 13. The teacher gave a quick specific answer, “Ask your daughter, I simply answered a 

question she asked me about Box 13”. The Chairman simply got up, walked out and that was that. 
Trivia Tales, Alice & WAHS
Larry Baker reports: 
I was remembering one of our teachers, Mrs. Benson, talking about growing up in Alice and about traveling to Corpus Christi to purchase supplies. She talked about the flatness of the land and the absence of trees in the early years. The travel time to Corpus Christi was about three days by wagon and the land was all grassland. The introduction of trees in the area was a results of Santa Anna and his men traveling North with their pack mules which were fed mesquite beans they brought with them. 

 
Tom Austin’s story
My grandfather, Bay Green Laxon, worked for the railroad going south from San Antonio towards Brownsville.  His job was to harvest deer to feed the other workers.  He told me many times about the grassland and the absence of trees.  In the high grass areas he said if he was on a horse the grass would come up to the saddle.   This must have been a beautiful site.

Alice Farrar Griffith’s tale of woe!
Alice recounts one event with her teacher Ernie Glossbrenner this way:
One day during a particular noisy session she announced, "The next person that says

another word will be paddled." (Paddling was allowed in these olden days) Surely I did not hear what she said because I said, "What?" Out in the hall we went, she and me.  Ernie said, "Now, I am going to hit 
this book and then you yell!"  The paddle made a loud crack on the book.  I yelled.  We were both saved!
***********

 Sonnet Written by: Charles Fuhrken
Son of Alta Ree Coffee Fuhrken, Class of ’56 
Alice, Texas
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That’s what Alice is about, yesterday, and tomorrow. So if you’re thinking about affordable living in a peaceful and secure community, you’re thinking about Alice.

In fact, our motto is “Alice is Texas”. That’s because we have everything you need in and around our city.

If you’re the athletic type, choose from an 18 hole golf course, public swimming pools, tennis courts, a bowling alley, a fully-equipped Gym, or take a jog at one of our recreation parks. And if you really enjoy the outdoors, how about some camping, fishing or boating. Choose from Lake Corpus Christi, Padre Island, the Gulf of Mexico, or Choke Canyon Dam, all just a leisurely drive away. With an average temperature around 72 degrees in South Texas, you’re guaranteed sunshine just about every day of the year. 

Or maybe you want to spend the day buzzing around town. Do some shopping at our supermarkets or shopping center. 

Pick up a movie at one of our rental stores. Or catch one at the theater. Dine out at one of our multi-ethnic restaurants. Check out a book from the public library. And that’s just the start of what you’ll find in Alice. We’ve got what you need; it’s all just minutes away from your front door. 

And sometimes you might just want to get away from it all on the weekend. Head out in one direction, and you’ll soon take in the color, excitement, and exotic charm of Laredo and Mexico. Head out in another direction, and you’ll be on your way to the “Fiesta City” of San Antonio, home of the Alamo, River Walk, Sea World, Fiesta Texas, and much more. And don’t forget to tour the world famous King Ranch in Kingsville, and the oldest fort located in historic Goliad. Known as “The Hub City”, Alice is centrally located in South Texas, you pick your pleasure, and you can get there fast.

That’s Alice for you, all of the conveniences of big-city living, but without all the hustle and bustle. Come see for yourself!

Alice
A Lively Impeccably Charming Environment is waiting for you!





      Alice in the Wonderland
Of Alice, Texas

               


      City water tower on Hwy 44



Jim Wells County Court House
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